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The Loyal Wye lodge No.1807 was one of 47 lodges Consecrated in 1879. Many of these Lodges 
have ceased to exist but Loyal Wye Lodge has flourished and now celebrates one hundred and thirty 
two years (as at 2011) of Freemasonry in Builth Wells. 
 
The Petition to the Brethren of the Brecknock Lodge No. 651 for the formation of a new Lodge was 
suitably rewarded by the granting of a Warrant on the 4 February 1879 and the subsequent 
Consecration being announced at Brecknock Lodge on 7 April 1879 and to be held at the Lion Hotel, 
Builth Wells on 29 April 1879. 
 
Officiating was WBro Marmaduke Tennant, DepProvGM of the Province of South 
Wales (Eastern Division).  WBro Thos Butcher, WM of Brecknock Lodge No.651 
assisted by his Officers opened the Lodge in due form.  The DepProvGM was 
announced, whereupon he assumed the Chair and proceeded to open Provincial 
Grand Lodge. The Charter having been read, WBro Marmaduke Tennant duly 
Consecrated the Lodge in conformity with ancient custom. 
After Provincial Grand Lodge was closed, Bro Herbert Charles Ingram Rich, 
PPGSuptWks was Installed as WM for the ensuing year.  His proceeded to Invest 
his Officers, his principal Officers were Bro A Gwynne Vaughan (SW) and Bro J W 
Coulthard (JW). 

 
The furniture used at the Consecration was borrowed from Brecknock Lodge but 
Loyal Wye Lodge soon became self-sufficient in this regard following generous 
donations from various Members. 

 
Subsequent Lodge Meetings appear to have been held at the Masonic Rooms, 
Lion Hotel, Builth Wells, but within a short time moves were afoot to erect or 
otherwise obtain permanent and exclusive premises in which to meet. 
 
During the planning stages, meetings were held at various venues to thrash out 
the detail, but little progress appears to have been made.  However, in February 
1883, Bro Revd Wm Williams informed the Brethren that he had purchased two 
cottages in Market Street, Builth Wells and offered to lease the said properties 
to Loyal Wye Lodge for £20 per annum.  At the Regular Meeting of the Lodge 
the following month the offer was fully discussed, agreed and ratified by all the 
Members present. 

 
So it was that on 26 July 1883 the New Masonic Hall was duly Consecrated by the DepProvGM,  
WBro Marmaduke Tennant. It was at this Meeting that Bro William Price was Installed into the Chair of 
King Solomon and, after he had Appointed and Invested his Officers he, on behalf of Loyal Wye Lodge 
requested the DepProvGM to Consecrate the new Lodge Room ‘in due form’.  This he proceeded to 
do, the elements of Consecration being carried out by WBros. H C I Rich, A Gwynne Vaughan, J A 
Whittle and the Worshipful Master himself. 
 
Most unusually, according to the Minutes, it was afterwards that the ProvGM, RWBro Sir George 
Elliot, Bart. MP, was announced and was duly received and greeted by the Brethren. He addressed 
the Lodge on the religious influences of Freemasonry and then the ProvGChap delivered an oration 
upon Freemasonry and its history. The ProvGM went on to present a PM’s jewel to Bro Wm Williams, 
PM, PPG Chap. on behalf of the Loyal Wye Lodge,’ for his invaluable services to Freemasonry’. 
 
After the Lodge had been closed, the Brethren formed in procession and marched to the Assembly 
Rooms, afterwards known as the “Kino” Cinema, and today as the Wyeside Arts Centre. This was the 
second time in four years that the Provincial Grand Lodge had been held in Builth Wells, the first being 
when the Lodge was originally Consecrated. 
 

The Lodge went from strength to strength during the ensuing years although finance was a continuing 
problem, so some things never change, but the Masonic Lodge building was purchased in 1907 from 
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the beneficiaries of the late Bro Revd Wm Williams for the sum of £400.  Membership increased quite 
sharply with 25 Initiations and the addition of two Joining Members between 1879 and 1881 alone. 
The pattern continued, albeit to a lesser degree in the years that followed. 
 
Many of our PMs were instrumental in raising a Petition for the formation of a new Lodge in 
Llandrindod Wells, which came fruition with the Consecration of Ithon Lodge No.3320 on 25 
September 1908. 
 
It was in 1910 that the Lodge Elected the ProvGM, (The Rt Hon John Allan, 1st Lord Llangattock) as 
an Honorary Member. It is also very interesting to note that two former ProvGMs of 
the Province were also natives of, and resided in, Builth Wells or in close proximity.   
 
Lt. Col. Sir Charles Leyshon Dillwyn-Venables-Llewelyn, 2nd Bt. held the office of 
ProvGM between 1913 and 1938 and lived at Llysdinam House, Newbridge-on-
Wye, Brecknockshire.  As well as the numerous Public Offices he held throughout 
his life he also established a wildlife centre on the estate that is today run by Cardiff 
University. He was made an Honorary Member of the Lodge in 1921, along with the 
DepProvGM Henry Pendrill Charles. 
 
 
 
Rt Hon John Hussey Hamilton Vivian , 4th Lord Swansea, CStJ, DL, OSM held the 
office of ProvGM between 1966 and 1999. A native of the area he resided at Caer 
Beris Manor, Builth Wells, Powys and later near Erwood, Builth Wells, but spent 
much of his time in London as an active Member of the House of Lords until  
hereditary peers were ‘removed’ in 1999. He spoke on Welsh affairs, road safety, 
his beloved shooting and, latterly, Freemasonry. 
 
 
 
During WW II an association sprang up with the Brethren of The Old Bromsgrovian Lodge No.5743 
which meets at Bromsgrove School with Membership in the main, being drawn from its Staff and Old 
Boys.  During the conflict many pupils were evacuated from this Midlands town and continued their 
education at Llanwrtyd Wells, some 14 miles west of Builth Wells.  As many of the Staff were 
Freemasons and in order to continue their Masonic careers, they held their separate Lodge Meetings 
at Builth Wells Masonic Hall.  Thus, this association gained strength and regular visits are still made 
between the two Lodges even to the present day. 
 

On the momentous occasion of our Centenary which took place on 30 April 1979 the Lodge Room 
was full to its capacity of 108. The Lodge was opened in the First Degree and the ProvGM RWBro the 
Rt. Hon. Lord Swansea D.L., accompanied by his Provincial Officers and Grand Lodge Officers, was 
admitted, welcomed and suitably received.  After the Assistant Secretary, WBro Owen R Evans read 
the Warrant of the Lodge, the Secretary WBro Harold J Bicknell, read the Minutes of the first Regular 
Lodge held on 29 April 1879. WBro Tudor Hopkins, PPGD then gave a resume of the history of the 
Lodge that he himself had compiled and with the printing made possible by the generosity of WBro 
Elmer E F  Sayce, each and every Brother of the Lodge was issued with a copy. 
 
Later on in the proceedings a copy was presented to the ProvGM and a copy given to all the 
Provincial Officers present.  The ProvGSec read the Centenary Warrant, which was then presented to 
the Lodge by the RWBro The Lord Swansea.  In a speech, befitting the occasion, the WM also 
presented the ProvGM with a sherry decanter that had been cut and suitably inscribed by a young 
Builth craftsman, Mr David Williams. The Lodge was then closed in due form and with solemn prayer, 
the Brethren retiring from labour to refreshment to the supper room. Afterwards a Banquet was 
enjoyed at the Greyhound Hotel, Builth Wells, bringing to a close a very happy and enjoyable day. 
 
‘Dandelion Dead ‘was the title of a British TV mini-series produced in 1994.  It told the 
true story of Herbert Rowse Armstrong, a practising solicitor in the provincial town of 
Hay-on-Wye, Wales, who was convicted and hanged in May 1922 for the murder of 
his wife and the attempted murder of a fellow solicitor and business rival, Mr. Oswald 
Martin.  The title of the film was derived from the fact that Armstrong used arsenic to 
carry out the evil deed, his excuse being that he bought it to kill dandelions in his 
garden.  Most of filming took place in and around Hay-on-Wye, but one section was 
filmed in Builth Wells. 
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As Armstrong was the WM of Loyal Hay Lodge No.2382 (Herefordshire) at the time, part of the plot 
centred on his Masonic career with the requirement to film a small part of the opening of a Lodge.  The 
Loyal Hay Lodge Temple has an up-to-date décor and not suitable for this period drama and therefore 
arrangements, with suitable permissions granted, were made to use the Loyal Wye Lodge Temple 
with its original décor and furniture.  However, it was only Brethren of the Loyal Hay Lodge featured in 
the filming. 
 
Our Lodge Crest shows a Bull standing on the name ‘BUALLT . The Bull stands 
within two concentric circles containing the Lodge name and number. The name 
‘Builth’, in Welsh Buallt or perhaps Buelt, is older than the town to which it now 
refers. Buallt/Buellt originally applied to the Cantref or Hundred, an area defined 
within the old administrative system. The Cantref itself being an area of land 
between the Rivers Wye and Tywi and north of a line roughly drawn between 
Erwood and Llanwrtyd and covering an area of some 174 square miles. It has long 
been thought that the name of this Cantref, later the town, came from the Welsh words ‘Bu’ and ‘Allt’ 
and therefore could be translated as ‘The Wild Ox of the Wooded Slope’ or ‘Cow Pasture’. 
 
The Lodge Pillars had been acquired as the result of the 
efforts of the Senior Deacon Bro Wm. Price in 1881 and perhaps quite rarely, still in 
their original position adjacent to the entrance to the Temple and in front of the SW. In 
1883 Miss Thomas of The Castle donated the Lodge Banner, on which our Crest is 
displayed below the Lodge Motto. 
 
The Temple boasts all the Virtues which adorn the walls in the South, West and North. 
These were ’donated’ by Bro Herring in 1886. At the time, these were said ‘to augment 
the gift (Banner) donated by Miss Thomas’ a few years earlier. 
 

 Perhaps another unusual facet is our Clock which is situated above the SW’s chair 
and bears a brass plate stating that it was presented to the lodge in 1883 by the WM, 
WBro William Price. 
 
To mark the Lodge’s Golden Jubilee, the Worshipful Master’s Chain was purchased and this bears a 
suitable inscription which is quite unobtrusive so as not to take away its full effect. 
 
Our piano is situated in the supper room and has replaced the one purchased more 
than fifty years earlier and which was presented to the Lodge by Mrs Bradley in 
memory of her late husband WBro. George L Bradley, PPGW. He was for many 
years Lodge Organist and his accompaniment to various types of “musical honours” 
at the festive board will never be forgotten. One of our senior and most respected 
PMs WBro Colin Bradley is their son and carries on the family tradition. 
 
It is very satisfying to register that interest in Freemasonry at Builth Wells continues unabated and 
perhaps bearing in mind our History and proximity that relationships and Fraternal visits continue with 
our Mother and Daughter Lodges, Brecknock and Ithon Lodges, as well as with The Old Bromsgrovian 
Lodge No.5743. Long may they continue. 

 
 
 

WBro W Malcolm Taylor, with due acknowledgement to 
‘The first 100 years’ by WBro Tudor Hopkins, PPGD as well as  

the history researched by W.Bro. W.R.Nicholas, PPrSGW, 
 

 


